D Audacity

How to Use

Introduction

Audacity® is arecording and audio editing software that is free, open sourced, and generally easy
to use. Audacity can be used to record live audio, edit various sound files, convert from tapes and
records to digital audio or CDs, and so much more! This software can be used for Windows, Mac
OS X, GNU/Linux, and a variety of other operating systems.

Downloading Audacity & LAME MP3 Encoder

Download Audacity® at http://audacity.sourceforge.net/
Click the Download Audacity 1.2.6 link.

—’L Download Audacity 1.2.6

for Microsoft Windows

Download Audacity 1.3.4 (Beta)

for Microsoft Windows

Other downloads

LAME MP3 Encoder

*Since MP3 encoding is patented and can’t legally be used in free programs, Audacity® doesn’'t have the
capabilities of encoding M P3 files by itself. However, Audacity® has been programmed to detect other existing
M P3 encoder sthat you can download separ ately. We recommend using the LAME M P3 Encoder.

Download the LAME MP3 Encoder at http://lame.buanzo.com.ar/

Click the libmp3lame-win-3.97.zip link.

For Audacity on Windows: SONC LYRICS

q libmp3lame-win-3.97.zip e s
(Issues? Some help HERE)

Note: Thisisa*“zipped” download file. Download this file using WinZip to “unzip” the folder.
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http://audacity.sourceforge.net/
http://lame.buanzo.com.ar/
http://lame.buanzo.com.ar/libmp3lame-win-3.97.zip

File Download X

Do pou want to open or save this file?

@ Mame: libmp3lame-win-3,97.zip
Type: WinZip File, 152KB

From: lame.buanzo.com.ar

Click “OPEN" to allow WinZip to open this file Open | [ Save | [ Corcel

Ailways azk before opening thiz type of file

F : While files from the Internet can be useful, some files can potentially
i harm pour computer. If you do not trust the source, dao not open or
save this file. 'what's the risk?

@ WinZip (Evaluation Version) - libmp3lame-win-3.9

e Open Favorites Add Extract Er
Mame Type Modified
r;_.| EladeMPIEncDLL.def DEF File SILFIZ2007 3111 PM
Copy the flle “lame_encd”” to your desktop Lﬂﬁlame_enc.dll Application E...  3J17f2007 3:12 PM
u readme.bxk Readme Doc,..  3J17J2007 4:58 AM

*Thefirst timeyou try to export an MP3 file, Audacity® will ask you to locate your MP3 encoder. Thisiswhy we
recommend copying the “lame_enc.dll” fileto your desktop (easy to locate). From then on, Audacity will not ask
you to locatethisfile again and you will be ableto export MP3 files easily.

Audacity® User Interface
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Here is a screenshot of Audacity®. The next section of this How-To guide will introduce you to this
user interface.
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Audacity® User Interface: Menus & Toolbars

The Audacitye Menu Bar

Envelope
Tool Cursor to Start Stop
Button Button
Select Draw Record
Tool Tool Button
= v
Zoom Multi-Tool ‘ ‘
Tool Mode Pause Cursor to End
Play Button Button
Time Shift Button
Tool

The Audacitye Edit Toolbar

o B @ oo 2 LB RIL
T Ll el

Cut Copy Paste Undo Redo Out Selection
: _ Zoom Zoom To
Trim Silence In Entire Project

The Audacitye Meter & Mixer Bar

OUutpUt e L Input
Level R , , , . IR : : : . , = Level
Meter Wy 48 42 36 30 24 18 12 £ 0 S 48 42 36 30 24 18 A2 6 0 Meter
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kDI
Input :
Output Volume ED g i Input
Volume Control Microphone Source
Control AL Selector
i Audio
Record Mixer
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Importing Audio with Audacity®

1. Create a New Project

This is an important step. Give your project a name & saving location prior to working in Audacity®.

File Edit “iew Projeck Effect Help

Mew, ., Chrl+M
QpEn. .. ChrH0
Close Chrl+t

Save Project Chrl+5

Select =~ 3aveFraject As... and choose a filename and location to save your project.

*Note when you initially begin Audacity® only the “Save As” function will be available.

2. Check Preferences
Click File > Preferences (Ctrl + P)

File Edit Yiew Project Generate Effect  Anal

e kel
CIpEm. .. Chrl+10
Close Chr|+4
Save Projeck Zhrl 45

Save Project As...

Export as Windows Wave, .,
Export Seleckion as Windows YWave. .,

Export as QiGG., .,
Check to be sure the Expott Seleckion as OGG. .,
correct Playback &
Recording Devices have Export Labels, ..
been selected.
Preferences. ., * Ckel+P
Exit

O

*':"-Udg'j iDuaIit}lI File Formats | Spectrograms | Directaries | Interface | Keyboard

— Playback Device

TR G136 Clut [1]

— Recording Device

Device: |DIGISE In[1) |

[ Record in Stereo
[ Play ather tracks while recording new ane
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Sudio 140 Huality I File Fu:urmatsl Spectrugramsl Directorie

(=)
7] [mon

O D@ample H ate:
Default S ample Format; |32-|:-it float "’I

Set the sample rate of
your choice.
(44.1 kHz = default)

Here’s a crucial screen. When importing
uncompressed audio, it is best to use the
“Make an original copy before editing”
function. This allows Audacity® to copy the
entire audio file that you imported in to its
project data directory. The advantage of
choosing this method is that you avoid
trouble should anything happen to the audio
file during manipulation. You’ll always have
your original file to fall back on®©!!!

.fl‘-.udicnl.-’D] Quality  File Formats |Spectmgrams| Di : Interface] Keybnard] Mu:nuse|
~When impoarting uncompreszed audio files into Au
(o Make a copy of the file befare editing [safer]o

(" Read directly from the original file [faster]

Uncompressed Expart Format

Wit Microsoft 1EbtPCM] v |

Wit [Microzoft), Signed 16 bit PCh

-0GG Export Setup
OGG Qualty: | 5 0 i) 10

MF3 Export Setup

MP3 Libram Wersion:  LAME +3.97 Find Library
Bit R ate: 128 »

Cancel 0K
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3. Import an Audio File
There are three ways to perform this action:

a. Simply drag & drop the audio file into the Audacity® window (MAC OS 9/X drag the audio file to
the Audacity icon instead)

b. Select Import Audio (located under the Project Menu)
c. Use the keyboard shortcut: CTRL+I
*Files that can be imported into Audacity®: WAV, AIFF, IRCAM, MP3, AND OGG files.

**Audacity® does not support WMA, AAC, RealAudio, or most proprietary formats, or any other kind of
Digital Rights Management (DRM) protected files.

4. Playback

The imported file should now be displayed in an audio track. The track will look similar to this, depending on
what you imported:

x|stylistics - %] 1.0
Stereo, 44100Hz 0s
32-hit float ’
fte | Solo | 0.0
L—'@ R' 05
'__.:...._@: ..... el _1 .u _.
1.0 i
0s : i
0.0 '
05
1.0
Now, simply click the Play =—————— button found in the Menu Bar and you should hear what you just
imported!!
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Recording Audio with Audacity®

Recording with Audacity is very simple.
1. Create a New Project (or add to an existing project)
2. Check Preferences

3. Record your sound files
Click on the Record -) button to begin recording.
J
Click the Pause button to pause the recording. Click again to continue recording.

o
Click the Stop button to cease recording. The cursor will return to its previous
position, before the recording was started.

4. Playback Your Recording

B

Click the Play ————— button found in the Menu Bar and you should hear what you just recorded!!
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Exporting MP3 Audio with Audacity®

*Remember you must use an MP3 encoder to export MP3 files with Audacity®. You must have downloaded
the LAME MP3 Encoder you must do so prior to performing the task below. (http://lame.buanzo.com.ar/)

1. After you've tested your sound file, resave your project.

2. Now, you can export your sound file to MP3.

File > Export As MP3

&3 Stylistics - Children Of The Night \

File Edit View Project Generate Effect Analyze Help

Mew
Open...
Close

Save Project As,..

Recent Files...

Export As Way,,,

Cerl+h  —
Ctri+0 n d g e
Cirl+i B L) < T L .
Ctrhs e : _@ |Sterea Miver ‘_ZI
B
1:!]0 1:|3U Z:FIU

2:.3[' 3:90 3:.3[' 4:?

Export As MP3...
Export Selection As MP3

Export As ©gg Yorbis,. .

Export Multiple...

Page Setup. .,
Print...

Exit

AN

3. Give your new MP3 afile name and save location

@ Desktop

s e GekE =

DMy Documents
j My Computer
Ry Network Places
[Chend TRIAL 2007
hakeys

Dlapo

L) audacity trisls
[Sichap_05
CACONSULTANT
[)coursebuilder
iExercise files
CFuburekids
header_flash
1T Fileshome
Job Packet

ol el

[C)laptop job packet

(libmpalame-3.97

[iMasters Project

Simib

(i palm pics
[no kext krial

[yposter files
[IPawer in the Palm of My Hands

[=)5havon Johnson's Power in the Pa

hsony camera dump
[ TRIAL 2007

1401 Can't C Me

1 wjhury

=ile: name:

|Styiistics - Chidren OF The Nighy

Save a3 type: IMF’E files [*.mp3]

*Reminder: Thefirst timeyou try to export an MP3 file, Audacity® will ask you to locate your M P3 encoder.

More Audacity®......

This guide gives you a brief introduction to the Audacity® software program. This freeware has tons of bells
and whistles. The following websites will give you additional information, tips & tricks, as well as tutorials for

this powerful sound editing software.

Audacity® Tutorials: http://audacity.sourceforge.net/manual-1.2/tutorials.html

Audacity® Online User’'s Manual: http://audacity.sourceforge.net/manual-1.2/index.html

Audacity® Wiki: http://audacityteam.org/wiki/index.php?titte=Audacity Wiki Home Page

Audacity® Discuss Forum: http://audacityteam.org/wiki/index.php?title=Audacity Wiki Home Page
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